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Message from Mr. Lester 
 
 It is my honor to welcome our Freshman Class of Gold… 2018, our newest members of the PHS family. The 
upperclassmen have assured me that they will be cared for and molded in the ways of fine Chiefs. In my first 
full year of being the Chief, we are positioning ourselves for GREATNESS. Exciting things are happening at 
PHS, including the resurrection of the PTSO, upgrades to our intercom system and security cameras, four flat 
screens placed in the Commons in the East wing, and hiring of new staff members. The administrative team 
put in a tremendous amount of work during the summer months to ensure a smooth opening. I must say that 
we got off to an OUTSTANDING start of the school year beginning with our Freshman Orientation, in which 
over 350 students and parents attended, the creation of the 50 Strong Mentoring Program – followed by our 
trademark “BECOME THE CHIEF WE NEED YOU TO BE.”  In addition, each month a senior will have the 
spotlight in the Chief’s Report to reflect upon his/her time at PHS and give some ‘senior’ advice to our younger 
family members of PHS. Nikolotte Petteway has been selected to kick things off by writing: “The Average 
Teenager” for the month of September. Again, welcome home! We work hard but more importantly we work 
extremely SMART!  

 
Strength & Honor 

 

 

Student Recognition 
 

Principal’s Student Council – Student Bios 

 
 Below we are featuring a few members of the Principal’s Student Council.  We will highlight more members 
in the next issue of the Chief’s Report. 
 
 

 Hello, my name is Kwaku Agyemang, I'm 17 and a senior here at Piscataway High. My 
high school experience has been a positive one. Since freshman year, I have involved myself in many things. I 
play for the Chamber Orchestra, run for the Track and Field team, and hold positions in many clubs. Another 
important thing is being a member of the Principal's Student Council where students of all grade levels assist 
Mr. Lester in making our school better. 
 One thing I do outside of school is being a Marketer for Brownmill Clothing Company. Brownmill is a 
company started by me, Darren Tolud, and Justis Pitt who are graduates from Piscataway High. We specialize 
in handmade ties and customized T-shirts and have made many clothes for the school. Being in a business at 
such a young age is an exciting and rewarding experience. 

 
 
 



My name is Jessica Alicea and I am currently a new freshman at PHS.  I have lived in 
Piscataway my whole life. My family is Puerto Rican and I love seeing them when I get the chance to. I enjoy 
listening to music and being with my friends in my free time when I am not playing softball. Softball has been in 
my life for many years and I strive to keep it there. People describe me as a funny and loving person with a 
positive attitude. I want to contribute to this school for all my 4 years here and take on every opportunity I can. 
 
 

  Hi, my name is Kyle Chanley, and I am a freshman. I have an older brother, Mark, who is a 
senior.  I am honest, fun and loyal. My favorite subjects are Science, Math and Chinese. I am a member of the 
National Junior Honor Society from Schor School, and a current member of Key Club. As far as hobbies go, I 
like sports. I enjoy being on the court playing basketball with my friends, or having a game of football at the 
park. I also like to run track. In fact, I would like to run track for the high school in the spring. 
 Aside from my hobbies, I also do volunteer service throughout the year. I volunteer with Operation Shoebox, 
a New Jersey based organization established by Mr. Rod Hirsch in 2005. Operation Shoebox is an all 
volunteer organization dedicated to collecting donated supplies and shipping care packages, (many times 
along with cards and letters) to our U.S. troops stationed in Iraq, Afghanistan and other Middle Eastern 
countries. To date, we have shipped more than 73,000 packages to U.S. personnel. I am also a volunteer with 
the American Heart Association. I work different posts at their annual run/walks, which take place throughout 
the year. 
 I hope you learned a little bit about me from this short bio. I look forward to helping out with the Principal's 
Council. 
 
 

 My name is Samuel James Ingram II, but everyone just calls me James. I was born on 
December 13, 2000 in Bound Brook, NJ. I’ve always been curious and would follow my older sister around as 
she learned to read, write, and do arithmetic.  I ended up learning to read and write early, at age 3. I was so far 
ahead of the other kids at my age level that I was ready to start kindergarten at age 4, but unfortunately no 
school would accept me.  During my third year of pre-school, I took an aptitude test that kindergarten students 
would normally take to see if I was smart enough to start first grade early in the upcoming year.  I passed the 
test and attended a private school called Oakcrest Academy at age 5. During my early grade school years, I 
was exposed to athletics and gravitated towards it.  
 I started Little League baseball at age 7. Baseball was the only sport my mom was comfortable with me 
playing, which was convenient because of my interest in the sport. My dad, seeing Little League as an 
opportunity to get a college scholarship, was very enthusiastic with my interest. Knowing nothing about the 
sport of baseball, he became the assistant coach of my baseball team.  His presence next to my coach at the 
baseball game allowed me to get the playing time necessary to develop my game. The following year, most of 
the players on my team aged out, so two other kids and myself had to step into leadership roles on the team, 
making me the catcher. And ever since then, catcher has been my position on the baseball team, making the 
all-star team in Little League in all of my years playing. Years later, my dad and I finally convinced my mom to 



let me play football.  Although the Bound Brook football program was never good, football has always been fun 
to play, and I am currently on the Piscataway freshmen football team. 
 While attending Oakcrest Academy, my mom signed me up for piano lessons with Russian teacher Tatyana 
Kabuladze. Under her tutelage, I was able to perform at the prestigious Carnegie Hall at age 9. In that same 
year though, I drifted from the piano to the saxophone so that I could perform with my school band.  
 At age 9, I started attending Rutgers Preparatory School in the fourth grade. My years there were pivotal 
because it broke me out from my sheltered life. My classes at Oakcrest Academy never contained more than 8 
students. I lived on a dead end street so I didn’t really have any neighbors to hang out with.  Having a 
seemingly large class of 39 students forced me to be a little more social than I was before attending Rutgers 
Prep. During the summer of 2012, I moved from Bound Brook to Piscataway and have stayed in the 
Piscataway school system ever since. 
 My sheltered life in Bound Brook led to me develop some hobbies. My dad, in an effort to increase my hand-
eye coordination, introduced me to table tennis, which I’ve enjoyed playing. I also have an extensive collection 
of neckties and bowties, and like to wear them every Tuesday (aka Tie Tuesday). I started with 5 ties and 
wanted to find a way to use them more, so I started Tie Tuesday and grew my collection.  
 I plan to go to college and pursue my childhood dream of playing in the MLB. But if that doesn’t pan out, I’d 
consider becoming a lawyer. Also, my lifelong love for math could take many forms. So that’s all there is to 
know about me, and I hope to be a valuable asset to the Principal’s Student Council. 
 
 

 My name is Aubri McKoy and I serve as the Secretary to the Principal’s Student Council 
here at the high school. I am a Junior student-athlete and I’m an active participant in SGA as well. Prior to high 
school, I was class President at Schuyler Colfax Middle School in Wayne, NJ. While residing in North Jersey, I 
also volunteered at events and programs through NJCDC (the New Jersey Community Development Center). 
Being involved in this council allows me another opportunity to promote positivity, give our student body a 
voice, and make a contribution to our community. 
 Some of my pastimes are basketball, singing, hanging out with friends, and watching movies. Personally, I’m 
very outgoing, outspoken, honest, trustworthy, capable of holding myself accountable, and a strong individual.  
 My goals for this council are to represent our school with pride and dignity as ambassadors of greatness. 
When given a task, we will strive to fulfill it with the utmost accuracy and precision so that it is successfully 
achieved. Lastly it’s imperative that we be the voice of the student body that is heard rather that belittled, and 
that’s one thing that I take great pride in.  
 
 

 My name is Khushbu Patel. I am a sophomore, and I play field hockey as a JV player, number 
23. I like to listen to music and read sometimes.  Also, I like to do homework, but sometimes I get stressed 
when I have too much of it. I like calm places where I can focus on "life."  I love being happy, and to be honest, 
I always smile.  However, I do get mad sometimes but I guess I overcome it with a smile - it is just my 
personality!  I like to volunteer for fundraisers for a cause or helping out. I like almost every sport there is 
because I like learning new things from each of them.! My favorite subject is science.  I want to major in a 
career which involves computer science with biology or chemistry. So, this is basically me including that I am 
very friendly with others because I like making new friends! Thank You. 
 
 



Learning at the Jersey Shore 
The Piscataway High School life skills program travelled to the Sea Grant Consortium at Horseshoe Bay, 
Sandy Hook, New Jersey. The Consortium is housed at Fort Magruder, which was built during the Civil War to 
protect our shores from Confederate naval attacks. In addition, it is the site of the oldest operational lighthouse 
in the U.S. The students had a great time seine fishing. They donned chest high waders, walked into the bay 
waist high, and dragged a weighted net back to shore. The students observed a Pipe fish along with several 
varieties of red and green seaweed, Killies, Minnows, and red and yellow Sponge.  The Pipefish is a member 
of the Seahorse family, with a straight shape and a snout.  Laura Leibowitz, certified Special Education 
teacher, at PHS, stated, “The trip is a great way to provide direct experiences that support our science course 
in the coming year.”  This trip supports the Core Content Curriculum Standards for Science, 5.1 Science 
Practices (standard 5.1) embodies the idea of "knowledge in use" and includes understanding scientific 
explanations, generating scientific evidence, reflecting on scientific knowledge, and participating productively in 
science.   
 

 

 
 
 

Meghan Fratesi chosen for Congress of Future Medical Leaders in Washington, DC. 
 Meghan Fratesi, a senior at PHS, has been nominated to attend the Congress of Future Medical Leaders in 
Washington, DC, on November 14, 15 and 16, 2014. 
 The Congress is an honors-only program for high school students who want to become physicians or go into 
the field of medical research. The purpose of this event is to honor, inspire, motivate and direct the top 
students in the country who aspire to be physicians or medical scientists.  The Congress helps these students 
stay true to their dream, and they provide a path, plan, and resources to help them attain their goal. 
 Dr. Connie Mariano, the Medical Director of the National Academy of Future Physicians and Medical 
Scientists, nominated Meghan to represent New Jersey based on her academic achievement, leadership 



potential and determination to serve humanity in the field of medicine.  During the three-day Congress, 
Meghan will join students from across the country and hear Nobel Laureates and National Medal of Science 
Winners talk about leading medical research; be given advice from Ivy League and top medical school deans 
on what to expect in medical school; witness stories told by patients experiencing medical miracles; be inspired 
by fellow teen medical science prodigies, and learn about cutting-edge advances and the future in medicine 
and medical technology. 

 

PHS Senior Named Semifinalist in the 2015 National Achievement Scholarship Program 
 Senior student, Mubarak Olukoton, has been named as a Semifinalist in this year’s competition in the 51st 
annual National Achievement Scholarship Program.  The announcement was made this month by the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation. Mubarak is among the scholastically talented young men and women who now 
have the opportunity to continue in the competition for approximately 800 Achievement Scholarship awards 
worth $2.5 million that will be offered next spring.  To be considered for a National Achievement Scholarship, 
Semifinalists must fulfill several challenging requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the competition.  Of 
all the Semifinalists, about 80% are expected to attain Finalist standing, and more than half of the Finalists will 
be awarded an Achievement Scholarship.  Congratulations, Mubarak.  We are your cheerleading squad! 

 

Annual Teen Media Contest 
 Diamond Jones-Vaughn won 3rd Place in the Annual Teen Media Contest. Her art work will be published in 
The New Jersey Department of Human Services 2015 calendar and will be distributed throughout the state 
next year. 
 NJDHS invited pre-teens and teens across the state to participate in its Annual Teen Media Contest 
sponsored by the New Jersey Department of Human Services, Division of Family Development, focusing on 
parental responsibility. 
 This statewide contest is open to New Jersey middle school and high school students. An emphasis is 
placed on the idea that while they may not live together under one roof – both parents are responsible for 
enriching the life and securing the future of their child. The DHS intends to use winning student entries to 
promote this public awareness campaign aimed at New Jersey’s non-custodial parents. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 
 

 

The Average Teenager, by Nikolette Petteway 
 If you want to be the “average teenager,” then define average.  Do you want to be like the stereotypical 
teenager depicted in the movies?  Movies portraying the life of an average teenager are fictional.  In those 
movies, there are actors whom are given scripts and are to act as if the scene is actually real.  In the real 
world, however, there is no script that must be learned and there are no cues in which specific events will take 
place.  The truth is that the average teenager does not exist.  Why settle for average anyway?  Be above 
average.  On a grading system, average is earning a “C.”  Earning a “C” in a class is passing; by being 
average, are you striving to be the best you can be? 
 As a senior, I often look back and reflect on my freshman year onward.  Freshman year was indescribably 
the best school year ever, for me.  That year I took a few honors classes and although in that year I worked my 
hardest, I balanced an active lifestyle.  Sophomore year was a pretty good school year.  I continued to work 
hard; however, that year I decided to drop all of my honors classes.  Junior year is when I started to slack on 
my school work.  I wasn’t thinking about my future, I was simply living in the moment. 
 Stay focused on your academics!  When in high school, it is so easy to lose focus because of sports, friends, 
relationships, fitting in, and over socializing.  One of the biggest mistakes you can make in high school is 
becoming overly social; you should be social, but do not be overly social to the point where you are not paying 
attention in class and you are not handing in assignments on time.  The fact of the matter is that your friends 
who you think are not doing the work are actually handing in their assignments and have pretty good grades in 
the class.   
 On some days, it may seem as if the clock on the wall will never reach 1:45 p.m. when the ending school bell 
rings like the music to your ears.  Midway through the year, it may seem to be as if summer may never come at 
all.  High school may not be the most fun place; in fact, many students compare it to being prisonlike.  
However, once you have completed your four-year sentence and move on to college or proceed into the 
workforce, you will quickly realize that high school is so much easier than the real world.  Treat every day of 
your high school experience as if it is your last day.  Enjoy it and work hard.  Before you know it, the graduating 
class of 2015 will move on and the cycle will continue.  Above all, do not settle for average; there is nothing 
good about being average.  You have the potential to be above average! 
 
 

PHS HAPPENINGS 
 
 
Week of Respect 
 In Honor of Respect Week the counseling department at the high school will open the week with a morning 
announcement recognizing the Week of Respect. There will be an assembly each day from Tuesday through 
Friday with a different grade level attending each day.  
 The assembly will consist of an introduction by the counseling department, the Derek Jeter video depicting 
the RESPECT his fans and baseball rivals had for him, and definitions of all facets of respect being  presented 
by selected 11th and 12th grade students. 
 The counseling department plans to end the assembly with the video “Getting Along.” 
 Members of the Principal’s Student Council addressed the student body during the week of October 6 
regarding Cyber Awareness.  Topics included the social media, identity protection, technology applications, 
cyber bullying, and balancing social media and physical activity. 

 
 
Radio Club 
 For numerous years the Piscataway High School Radio Club has been providing students with the 
opportunity to allow their voices to be heard on the radio.  The Radio Club owns a transmitter, which has a 
twenty mile radius, whereby students can be heard on the FM airwaves when hosting their own show.  This 
club allows students to discover the different fields the Broadcasting world has to offer, whether it is music 
editing, producing, hosting a show, or wearing multiple hats in the industry.  This club allows the students to 
take one step closer in figuring out what their future may have in store for them if they were to pursue a career 



in radio.  This year we are looking to travel to radio stations to allow the students to meet and talk with 
professionals in the field today.   The Piscataway High School Radio Club is one of a kind and is always 
accepting new members.  So join today, and let your voice be heard.   
 

 

 
 
PHS Staff Recognition 
 
 

Congressional Black Caucus Week  
 From Thursday, September 25th through Sunday the 28th Mr. Viney attended the Congressional Black 
Caucus Week event in Washington DC. Also known as the Annual Legislative Conference, the ALC is the 
premier gathering of African Americans, cultivating engaging policy discussions on issues that impact black 
communities around the world. This four-day conference featured more than 70 policy sessions, a national 
town hall, a job and contract procurement fair, the annual Prayer Breakfast, the Phoenix Awards Dinner—and 
much more. 
 Mr. Viney was invited to the ALC as a guest speaker for Congressional Representative James Clyburn 
regarding his panel on Fatherhood and Mentoring. The panel discussed the impact of the lack of fathers in 
African-American households as well as comparing the issue to that of the increase of Black male mentors 
taking the place of fathers.  
 In addition to the panel, Mr. Viney was there for the My Brother’s Keeper Initiative in support of the work of 
Deputy Secretary of Education Jim Shelton. As part of this initiative, his task was to engage in discussion with 
the chair of the My Brother’s Keeper Executive Alliance Chairwoman Tonya Allen of the Skillman Foundation 
around the topic of how to develop a better systemic bridge to connect external based mentoring programs 
with school systems.  Additionally, President Obama made the announcement at the Phoenix Rising Dinner of 
the next phase of My Brother’s Keeper known as MBK Communities, which focuses on strategic actions that 
the President wants Mayors to take action on in support of My Brother’s Keeper.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

 Elyse Gibb had a baby boy, Robert David Gibb, on August 6th 

 John Villec - Baby Girl  September 27, 2014 

 Giannina Gomez had a baby girl, Gianna Antonella Gomez, September 22, 2014 

 Jillian Alonso had a baby girl, Caroline 

 Jennifer West got engaged over the summer 

 Matthew Culkin is getting married October 10, 2014 

 Adam Latham is getting married this month 

 Alison Kreger got married and is now Saffos 

 Cindy Rauch (formerly Gormish) Cindy gave birth to Thomas Roy Rauch (below) on August 30 
 

 
 

BEST  WISHES  TO  ALL! 
 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

October 13 – Dress your Culture Day 
October 14 – Twin Day 
October 15 – Wacky Wednesday 
October 15 – Powder Puff Football, 5 pm 
October 16 – Class Color Day (12th Black & Gold; 11th Red; 10th Green; 9th Blue) 
October 17 - Football Homecoming Game & Senior Night 
October 18 - Homecoming Dance, 6 pm Patton Cafeteria 
October 30 - Fall Play, 7 pm PAC 
October 30 - Band Appreciation Night 6 pm, Athletic Field 
October 31 - FBLA Haunted Halloween 


